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HIUS 4501						Melvyn P. Leffler                                                                          
     							Office: Nau Hall (South Lawn) 452
Spring 2017                                                                             Office Hours: T and W: 2:00-3:30


Seminar
                             “The United States and the End of the Cold War”

	In this course we will examine several key questions:  What was the Cold War?  When, how, and why did it end?  Who, if anyone, was responsible for its conclusion?  What factors shaped the policies of leaders in Washington, Moscow and elsewhere?  Among other things, we will look at the strategy of Ronald Reagan, the policies of Mikhail Gorbachev, the role of nuclear weapons, the competition for influence in Central America, southern Africa, southwest Asia, and the Middle East, the impact of Non-Governmental Organizations and the human rights revolution, the neoliberal reorientation of economic policy, and the spread of civil society in East Germany and Eastern Europe.  We want to think about human agency, but we also want to examine the role of geopolitics, economics, social movements, and ideology.

We will spend much of the first part of the course reading and discussing selected books, memoirs, documents, and articles relating to the end of the Cold War.  Once you gain some perspective on the history and historiography of this topic, you will be better equipped to do your own research.

	Your major task in this course is to write a research paper based on primary as well as secondary sources.  The paper should be about 25 pages (double-spaced) and should contain footnotes (or endnotes) and a full bibliography.  When I evaluate this paper I will focus on the clarity of the argument, the substantive analysis, the quality of the prose, the extent of the research, and the accuracy of the footnotes and bibliography.  I will be asking you to submit a draft several weeks before the final paper is due.  Each student will use this draft as a framework for his/her presentation to the seminar.  These presentations will be scheduled for the weeks stretching from April 3 -April 17th.  You will then have ample time to revise and to submit the final paper no later than May 8th.

	Discussion is very important in this course.  I expect that you will come to class well prepared to exchange ideas about the books, articles, documents, and papers you will be reading.  You will need to think about the major themes of these books, documents, and articles.  You should analyze the degree to which authors do a good job assessing the evidence available to them and building an argument.  You will also need to probe their basic assumptions and predispositions.  During three or four seminar meetings at the end of the course, you will be asked to critique one another’s drafts with the same degree of rigor that you used to assess the assigned readings.

	The following book should be available at the university bookstore:

		Robert McMahon, The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction
		
	The course is organized in the following manner:


January 23: Introduction to Course


January 30: Overview: The Cold War: What Was It About?

	Assignment: 	Robert McMahon, The Cold War, pp. 1-168

George F. Kennan’s “Long Telegram,” February 1946,
http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/coldwar/documents/episode-1/kennan.htm

			Nikolai Novikov’s Telegram, September 1946  		http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/110808.pdf?v=c46f797bf3d939c2c328ac98eb778f09
	
			

February 6: Why Did It End? Conflicting Views

	Assignment: Beth Fischer, “Reagan and the Soviets: Winning the Cold War?” in The    			Reagan Presidency: Pragmatic Conservatism & Its Legacies, edited by W. Elliot 			Brownlee & Hugh Davis Graham, chapter 5, 113-32  
	
			Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth, “Power, Globalization, and 		the End of the Cold War,” International Security, 25(Winter 2000/01): 5-53

			Robert D. English, “Power, Ideas, and New Evidence on the Cold War’s 			End: A Reply to Brooks and Wohlforth,” ibid., 26(Spring 2002): 70-92

			Archie Brown, “The Gorbachev Revolution and the End of the Cold War,” 		Cambridge History of the Cold War, vol 3, pp. 244-266

			Daniel Deudney and G. John Ikenberry, “Soviet reform and the End of the 		Cold War: Explaining Large-Scale Historical Change,” Review of International 			Studies, 17(July 1991): 225-50.

	***Assignment:  Submit a three page paper, double spaced, appropriate margins, explaining what the Cold War was about and why did it end.   Please footnote appropriately.  Your paper should be carefully organized and gracefully written.

			

	
 


February 13: Reagan and Bush: Was There a U.S. Grand Strategy? 

Assignment:  

Francis H. Marlo, Planning Reagan’s War: Conservative Strategists and America’s Cold War Victory, chapter 1 and 2, pages 1-35  (collab)

James Wilson, “How Grand Was Reagan’s Strategy, 1976-1984?”
Diplomacy & Statecraft, 18(December 2007): 773-803  (collab)

		Robert Hutchings, “American Diplomacy and the End of the Cold War in 	Europe,” in Foreign Policy Breakthroughs: Cases in Successful Diplomacy, 	chapter chapter 7, pages 148-73  (collab)


NSDD 32, “U.S. National Security Strategy,” May 20, 1982, http://fas.org/irp/offdocs/nsdd-32.pdf


NSDD 75, U.S. Relations with the USSR,” January 17, 1983, http://fas.org/irp/offdocs/nsdd-75.pdf


Shultz Memo, March 16, 1983, “Next Steps in U.S.-Soviet Relations,” http://www.thereaganfiles.com/19830316-shultz.pdf


        			Letters from Reagan to Brezhnev, April 24, 1981; Reagan to Andropov, 			December 20, 1983, Reagan to Chernenko, February 11, 1984 and April 16, 			1984, all of above located at:  http://www.thereaganfiles.com/letters-between-			president.html

Reagan, An American Life, Preface (11-16), 612-622, 633-641, 675-701, 713-723 (collab) ,  	



February 20:  Role of Gorbachev

	Assignment: Gorbachev, Perestroika, 9-38 (collab)

		           Gorbachev, Memoirs, 401-426 (collab)

			Zubok, A Failed Empire, chapters 9 and 10, 265-335, 402-415 (collab)
      								
			Svetlana Savranskaya, “The Logic of 1989: The Soviet Peaceful 		Withdrawal from Eastern Europe,” in Masterpieces of History: The Peaceful End of the 	Cold War, 1-49 (collab)

			Documents #s 28, 35, 41, 42, 53, 85, in Masterpieces of History  (collab)


***February 26, 5 pm:  Assignment:  Submit electronically your research paper topic, along with a one paragraph description of what you want to explore and a tentative bibliography of primary and secondary sources.


February 27:  Library Session:  This is an essential session!


***March 1, 9 AM: Resubmit Bibliography of Primary and Secondary Sources

	Advice:  Before you leave for “Spring Break” you should pick up my comments on your revised bibliography.  You should be using part of “Spring Break” to read your secondary sources and to identify key primary sources.


March 13: Role of Ideas, Institutions, Memory, and Human Agency; discussion of key documentary collections on the web

Assignment: 

	Matthew Evangelista, “Transnational Organizations and the Cold War,” Cambridge History of the Cold War, vol 3, pp. 400-421 (collab)

	Emily S. Rosenberg, “Consumer Capitalism and the end of the Cold War,” in Cambridge History of the Cold War, vol. 3, pp. 489-512 (collab)

	Sarah B. Snyder, “Principles Overwhelming Tanks: Human Rights and the End of the Cold War,” in The Human Rights Revolution: An International History , ed. By Akira Iriye, Petra Goedde, and William I. Hitchcock, pp. 265-283 (collab)
											(continued)
	Gregory F. Domber, “Humanitarian Aid, Soft Power, and the End of the Cold War in Poland,” in Routledge Handbook of the Cold War, ed. By Artemy M. Kalinovsky and Craig Daigle, pp. 388-400
								
Explore collections at:  

CIA Historical Collection, Ronald Reagan, Intelligecnce, and the End of the Cold War, https://web.archive.org/web/20120505204855/http://www.foia.cia.gov/Reagan.asp

Woodrow Wilson Center, Cold War International History Project, End of the Cold War Collection
http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collection/37/end-of-the-cold-war/2

The Reagan Files, Documents Collections, http://thereaganfiles.com/document-collections/sdi.html

The National Security Archive, documents collections:  http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/index.html

Department of State, Foreign Relations of the United States, 1981-1988, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986-January 1989, https://s3.amazonaws.com/static.history.state.gov/frus/frus1981-88v06/pdf/frus1981-88v06.pdf




	
March 20:  Discussion of secondary sources and memoirs

***Assignment: Submit 4-5 page paper discussing at least four secondary sources and two memoirs
a. What are you going to explore?
b.  What have officials and authors said about your topic?



 ***March 26 (by midnite): Submit electronically 3-4 page outline of paper indicating topics, themes, and sources to be used for each topic and theme


March 27: No class; individual meetings to discuss outlines

April 3: Presentation of Drafts*  

April 10: Presentation of Drafts*

April 17: Presentation of Drafts*  

April 24:  Conclusion:  Why Did the Cold War End?  

	Assignment:

		Brands, “Was There A Reagan Grand Strategy?” in What Good Is Grand 	Strategy? Chapter 3, pp. 102-143

		Zubok, “Why Did the Cold War End in 1989? Explanations of ‘The Turn,’” in 	Reviewing the Cold War, ed. by Odd Arne Westad, pp 343-367  	(collab)   

		Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind, Chapter 5 and Conclusion, pp. 338-467 (collab)


May 1:  No Class (Individual Meetings)    


***May 8: Final papers must be submitted by 4 pm.


******Submission of Drafts: Drafts of papers will be due (electronically) the day before the presentation in class, no later than 5 pm on April 2, April 9, April 16.   Everybody is obligated to read one another’s paper.  I will be assigning two students the task of evaluating each draft for discussion purposes. 

Final Grade: Discussion will count twenty percent; the short paper due on February 6th is worth ten percent; the paragraph description of your topic and subsequent bibliography are worth five percent; the short paper on secondary sources and memoirs is worth ten percent; the outline will count five percent; the draft of the research paper will count fifteen percent; the final paper will count thirty-five percent.  (This is a rough guide, not a computerized program).



Some Primary Sources

	There are many memoirs that deal with the end of the Cold War, and with decision-making in the Reagan and George H. W. Bush administrations.  You many wish to use memoirs by President Reagan, Secretary of State Shultz, Secretary of Defense Weinberger, Ambassador Jack Matlock, National Security Advisor McFarlane, General Colin Powell, Secretary of State James Baker, President George H. W. Bush and his National Security Advisor Brent Scowcroft.  There are many others written by presidential aides, friends, and officials.

	In addition, there are several critically important websites:

CIA Historical Collection, Ronald Reagan, Intelligecnce, and the End of the Cold War, https://web.archive.org/web/20120505204855/http://www.foia.cia.gov/Reagan.asp

Woodrow Wilson Center, Cold War International History Project, End of the Cold War Collection
http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collection/37/end-of-the-cold-war/2

The Reagan Files, Documents Collections, http://thereaganfiles.com/document-collections/sdi.html

The National Security Archive, documents collections:  http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/index.html

Department of State, Foreign Relations of the United States, 1981-1988, Volume VI, Soviet Union, October 1986-January 1989, https://s3.amazonaws.com/static.history.state.gov/frus/frus1981-88v06/pdf/frus1981-88v06.pdf

The Papers of the Presidents—speeches and other official, public documents
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu


	There are two wonderful volumes of documents compiled by colleagues at the National Security Archive:

	Svetlana Savranskaya, Thomas Blanton, and Vladislav Zubok, Masterpieces of History: The Peaceful End of the Cold War in Europe, 1989 (Budapest and New York: Central European University Press, 2010

	Svetlana Savranskaya and Thomas Blanton, The Last Superpower Summits: Gorbachev, Reagan, and Bush: Conversations that Ended the Cold War (Budapest and New York: Central European Press, 2016

	Newspapers and contemporary periodicals can be very useful.

	Congressional hearings can be ver 








			Rough Guide to Footnote Form
 
1.         Jack Matlock to George Shultz, December 12, 1988, pp.  ??,  in Department of State, Foreign Relations of the United States, Soviet Union, October 1986-January 1989, volume 6 , https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1981-88v06.

 
2.         Ibid.
 
3.         Ronald Reagan, An American Life  (New York: Simon and Shuster, 1990), p. 21
 
4.         Memorandum, by Matlock, January 12, 1988, FRUS, October 1986-1988, 6: 412.
 
5.         Senate, Committee on Armed Services, Subcommittee on Strategic and Theater Nuclear Forces, Strategic Defense Initiative, 99th Cong., 1st sess. (Washington, 1985), p. 111.
 
6.         James G. Wilson, “How Grand Was Reagan’s Strategy, 1976-1984?” Diplomacy & Statecraft, 18(December 2007), 779-80.
 
7.         The New York Times, May 2, 1987, p. 21.
 
8.         “Perestroika,” The Economist, volume # (May, 1988), p. 21.

9.        Senate, Committee on Armed Services, Strategic Defense Initiative, p. 21.

10.        Reagan, An American Life, 44.  

11.        Reagan to Leonid Brezhnev, September 22, 1981, http://www.thereaganfiles.com/19810922.pdf.

12.         Vladislav Zubok, A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev (Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 2008), 77.  




 





Rough Guide to Bibliography Form
 
Primary Sources
 

Gorbachev, Mikhail.  Perestroika.  New York: Harper and Row, 1987. 

Newsweek.   1985-1988.
 
Reagan, Ronald.  An American Life.  New York: Simon and Shuster, 1990.  

United States.  Department of State.  Foreign Relations of the United States, Soviet Union, October 1986-January 1989, volume 6 , https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1981-88v06.
 
                   _.  Senate.  Committee on Armed Services.  Subcommittee on Strategic and Theater Nuclear Forces.  Strategic Defense Initiative.  99th Cong., 1st sess., 1985.


Secondary Sources

[bookmark: _GoBack]Evangelista, Matthew.  “Transnational Organizations and the Cold War,” Cambridge History of the Cold War, vol. 3.  Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Wilson, James G. The Triumph of Improvisation: Gorbachev’s Adaptibility, Reagan’s Engagement, and The End of the Cold War.  Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2014.


























Possible Research Topics


 Ronald Reagan and the Strategic Defense Initiative

Mikhail Gorbachev and the Strategic Defense Initiative

Ronald Reagan and the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons

CIA Estimates of Developments in USSR

Reagan, Casey, and Afghanistan

Oil and the End of the Cold War

Poland and the End of the Cold War

George H. W. Bush and Eastern Europe, 1989-90

Economic Sanctions and the End of the Cold War

George Shultz and the Negotiating Strategy that Won the Cold War.

Strategy and Decision-Making, 1981-1983

Margaret Thatcher, Ronald Reagan, and the End of the Cold War.

Reagan, Gorbachev, and the Geneva Summit

Reagan, Gorbachev, and the Reykjavik Summit

The Intermediate Nuclear Force Treaty and the End of the Cold War

Casper Weinberger, the Defense Buildup, and the End of the Cold War
 
Shultz v. Weinberger: Conflicting Approaches

Ideology and the End of the Cold War

Perestroika and the End of the Cold War

The Berlin Wall and the End of the Cold War

Bush, Baker, and German Unification, 1989-1990

German Unification and the End of the Cold War

Gorbachev, Chernobyl, and the End of the Cold War

Afghanistan and the End of the Cold War

The Soviet Economy and the End of the Cold War

George H. W. Bush and the End of the Cold War

Bush, Gorbachev, and the Malta Summit

The United States, Eastern Europe, and the End of the Cold War

U.S.-Chinese Relations and the End of the Cold War

Iran-Contra and the End of the Cold War.

Democracy Promotion and the End of the Cold War.

The Helsinki Agreements, Human Rights, and the End of the Cold War.






